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RE: REPORT FOR THE KWAZULU NATAL GOLF UNION

After being dormant for a number of years, H Uys and K van Zyl took it upon themselves to head up the Sports Development Trust (“SDT”) at Richards Bay Country Club (“RBCC”).  On 21 August 2008 they met with N Champion (KwaZulu Natal Golf Union) and J Kunene (SA Golf Development Board) at RBCC.  

After a short but thorough introduction and a generous sponsorship of equipment by N Champion, H Uys and K van Zyl literally took the bull by the horns and, despite the issues of legal and procedural red tape, the SDT is now in full swing.

T Fourie and J Potgieter also came on board and in a short time and under the stern financial management of J Potgieter, SDT is now in a good position both operationally and financially.  The process of recruiting, selecting and fitting the development players, with the assistance of a well balanced team, started in all earnest towards the latter part of 2009.  Three sponsored golf days were held at the RBCC golf club, with huge success in the generation of income for the SDT.

After considering all the options and projecting the way forward SDT decided on a maximum number of ten (10) players that enable them to conduct the right program and secure sustainability. This however, does not exclude future applicants, as it is a program based on merit and commitment. SDT has a program that it follows where potential candidates, that are identified, are being coached by Fred Sanderson at the local driving range.  In addition to this, we also run weekly clinics that are open to all kids.  Jaques Beukes, the local pro, is assisting in this program.

SDT currently has five players in the group with ages ranging from seven to nineteen, excluding the caddy group of four, mentioned elsewhere in this report.

Our star product, Ettiene Jonck, has been playing the game for just over 18 months and is already a fearsome competitor.  He has made his mark on the Junior Foundation Tour and was recently selected to represent Natal Golf in the under 12 category in Cape Town.  Ettiene is currently playing off a 12 handicap.  Our youngest player is an upcoming star in the making, seven year old, Ben Mbuyasi.

SDT is open to all disadvantaged kids, irrespective of race or gender.  Based on merit and because SDT wishes to grow sport in general, we are currently assisting in the training of three well gifted tennis players. SDT also accommodates unsuccessful applicants through free lessons at the driving range.

In addition to the junior program, SDT, as a token of appreciation, carries a caddy squad that provides four selected players with the opportunity of competing in games which they love and enjoy.  The average handicap in this group is a solid 10.

At SDT we follow a selection process based on different criteria before accepting candidates.  Meetings are set up with either parents or guardians and the whole process is explained to them. Potential candidates are then put through basic evaluation by Fred Sanderson at the local driving range.  If they are successful, they are enrolled into the matching program.

SDT is committed to strive for excellence in the promotion of the game in the most professional way, and provides assurance of sincerity for the cause, to every reader of this report.

SDT is now chaired by K van Zyl, who took over this duty from H Uys in October 2010.  
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